
Broadmoor Students 
Send Soldiers 

Gum and Gratitude



Mentor Public Library



Support Our Troops 
Social Studies Project for 

LEEP Students
Broadmoor Teacher Laurie 
Kuenzig and her students saw 
a newspaper article about the 
program and decided to make 
their contribution part of a class 
project and field trip to “thank 
our troops for their service and 
bravery.”



Mentor Public Library Welcomes Broadmoor Students

Kim Sidorick, MOL Branch Manager and founder of Support 
Our Troops program accepted letters and over 2100 
packages of chewing gum and mints from the students.

Darlene Workman, manager of 
the  Library's Headlands branch, 
and mother, said her son 
appreciates the community's
efforts. ”It was nice for him to 
know that his neighbors and 
friends care about what he is 
doing," she said. “It gave him 
a little piece of home."



A special thanks to volunteer Cathy Genelius for 
connecting LEEP and the Library

“Our class loved the idea 
of making this program a 
class project and field 
trip to be able to thank 
our troops for their 
service and bravery. In 
conjunction, we have 
held classes about 
freedom and what the 
troops do for us to help 
ensure we are safe and 
free.” Cathy Genelius



Letters to Soldiers



If they could not 
write the letter they 
used pictures of 
sign language and 
icons or clip art to 
express their 
gratitude.

Student Letters will be sent to area soldiers
stationed in Afghanistan and Iraq



• Each student 
read their letter 
at the media 
event. 

• They used sign 
language, a 
touch talker and 
an I-Pad© to 
express their 
gratitude.

“Thank you for 
protecting us. 

We love you!”



Smiling for the Camera

• Everyone had an 
opportunity to interact 
with the camera man.

• The students and 
teachers enjoyed 
telling their story 
expressing support to 
the troops.









Thank you! Mentor Public Library &

Broadmoor Students, Their Families, 
Faculty and Staff
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