Broadmoor Students
Send Soldiers
Gum and Gratitude
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Library dedicates month of November to
send support to troops
Patrons to donate packages of chewing gum for troops serving overseas

The Mentor-on-the-Lake Branch
and the Headlands Branch of the Men-
tor Public Library will be the drop-off
point to send a holiday greeting from
home to a troop serving in Irag and
Afghanistan. Letters and packs of
chewing gum will be collected at both
branches from Nov. 2 through Now. 30,
‘The items will be sent and shared by
the troop for the holiday season.

Five years ago, MOL Branch Manager
Kim Sidorick, started a children’s pro-
gram at Mentor Public Library to send
letters of support to a troop of her rela-
tive serving in Irag. The rewarding ex-
perience encouraged Sidorick to restart
the program at the branches.

Headlands Branch Manager Darlene
Workman said the gum brings flavor
and moisture to the mouths of troops
serving in a dry and hot climate. Two
years ago, the chewing gum and letters
were sent to her son Army Sgt.
Nick Workman's troop serving in Iraq.

“He appreciated the generosity and
thoughts of the American public,”
‘Workman said of her son. “He also
knew it was from his hometown, which
meant a lot.”
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Sidorick said the support from local
businesses and patrons last year helped
the library collect about 1,500 packs of
gum. Packs of gum were sent overseas
to three soldiers from the Mentor area
and their troops serving in the U.5.
Army and U.S. Air Force,

“Most of this all came from the
neighborhood,"” she said. “It's a great
feeling to know the people around here
are supporting those overseas. There
are some people who might not sup-
port the war and some who might not
even have a job, but they are willing to
support the troops.”

Workman said if the library collects
enough boxes of gum, the “wealth™ will
again be divided and shared with her
son's troop and to other fellow soldiers
from the area.

She said the support last year
“warmed her heart” because the pub-
lic not only supported the men and
women in the military, but “they also
supported our children.”

For more information on the Sup-
port a Troop drop-off points, contact
Sidorick or Workman at (440) 257-
2512 or (440)257-2000.

U.S. Army Sgt. Nick Workman, serving at a combat outpost in Afghani-
stan, appreciates the boxes of chewing gum and letters sent to his troop
by the Mentor Public Library. Last year, the public dropped off 1,500
packages of chewing gum and letters at the Mentor-on-the-Lake and
Headland Branches of Mentor Public Library. November has been dedi-
cated as Support A Troop month to provide the public the oppartunity to
drop of chewing gum and holiday greetings. .
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Mentor Public Library Welcomes Broadmoor Students




A special thanks to volunteer Cathy Genelius for
connecting LEEP and the Library




Letters to Soldiers
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Student Letters will be sent to area soldiers
stationed in Afghanistan and Irac




“Thank you for
protecting us.

We love you!”




Smiling for the Camera
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Thank youI Mentor Publlc Library &
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